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Upcoming Events








Use Main Idea and Supporting Details to Determine Importance


When constructing the main idea of a piece of text, the reader may start with a topic they think the selection is about and then add one detail to support it. When we determine the main idea, we always support our claim with evidence from the text.





Many students shy away from the main idea because they confuse it with theme or topic. We find that when students understand these terms, we are on the right path to understanding the main idea.  The topic is the subject, or what the text is about.  The main idea is the most important idea about the topic and is expressed as a sentence or two. When we identify the main idea, it is usually in a sentence; if we say just a word, we are probably referring only to the topic.  A theme is the big idea from the text. This is often an idea or lesson the author wants the reader to know from reading the text. Supporting details are bits of information that are used to verify and support the main idea.


Language we use:


“In a few words, what is this selection about?”


“What would you say is the most important idea about this topic?”


“Did you find the main idea stated in the passage or did you have to infer it?”





Feb. 21 – Conferences


Feb. 22 – Half Day -


 (Students leave at 11:45)


Feb. 26 - Conferences  


March  1 – Literacy Breakfast 


 from 7:45 to 8:30


March  1 – Next newsletter from 


  Mrs. Maroszek ( 








	





	Mrs. Maroszek’s 4th Grade


    	Classroom Newsletter











What are we learning??





Math:  	We are just finishing up our measurement unit.  Students will begin learning about fractions next.  They will learn to:


Decompose a fraction into a sum of fractions with the same denominator in more than one way.


Justify decompositions by using a visual fraction model. 


Use visual fraction models and equations to represent a problem.








Daily 5:	We are focusing on researching a chosen topic.  Students are learning to figure out the main idea from the text with details to support.    








Writing:	We’ve just finished up biographies and are focusing on careers.  Students will be creating a brochure showcasing the ins and outs of a chosen career.    








Science:	Students are currently researching careers.  They have taken a career test to help them determine areas they might excel in.    








Spelling:	There will be a regular word list for the weeks of Feb. 18th and the 25th.  Please remind your child to practice their sort each night.  


	Monday – Sort new words


	Tuesday – Write sort and highlight parts


	Wednesday – Word hunt


	Thursday – Blind sort


	Friday – Speed sort
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